
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ADVENTURE IN PODLASIE
AT THE END OF A TROWEL



TOWARDS PODLASIE
Seven-year-old Tosia was to spend a month 
with her grandparents, far away 
in Podlasie. However, she was not very 
happy about this prospect. 
During the journey there, she couldn’t 
stop thinking about all the amazing 
adventures that awaited 
her friends back home 
in Warsaw, which she 
was sure to miss.



AN UNEXPECTED MESSAGE
On the very first day, while eating still-warm 
homemade bread with honey and drinking a glass 
of milk straight from the cow, Grandpa surprised 
Tosia with an unexpected message.



“Tosia, there’s an archaeological excavation going 
on in our forest! We will take part in it!”, he told her. 

Full of curiosity as to what this ‘archaeological 
excavation’ might be, the girl pulled on her 
most comfortable shoes and followed 
Grandpa into the adventure. 



THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 
Reaching the site, Tosia saw many people busying about in a small pit with straight sides. 
Some were vigorously digging with spades, others were busily stroking away soil with a paintbrush, 
and still others were measuring something with a strange device that stood on a funny tripod. 
A tall gentleman in a hat approached the girl and her grandfather. 



“Good morning”, he greeted them. “You must be Tosia. I’m pleased to welcome 
you to the archaeological site. I am an archaeologist and the head of this research 
expedition. Do you know what archaeologists do?”, he asked. 

Tosia didn’t know, and the Archaeologist rushed to answer: “we study the past using 
the objects we discover. They used to belong to people like us, but living a very, very 
long time ago”. Tosia was stunned, and the Archaeologist added: 
“I invite you to explore with us, but not only objects—all the remnants of the past!”



EXPLORATION IN THE PIT  

“Tosia, you will start your exploration 
in this trench. Take the trowel and carefully 
expose layer after layer of earth. Centimetre 
by centimetre. If you spot anything out 
of the ordinary, be sure to take a paintbrush 
and try to gently clean it from the soil. If 
you discover an object, shout ‘Discovery’. Good 
luck!”  he added, as the Archaeologist walked 
away towards the device on the funny tripod.

Tosia received a brush and a small 
triangular trowel. The Archaeologist 
then led her to a rectangular-shaped 
pit in the ground.



Tosia then set to work.  But by lunchtime, 
she sti l l  hadn’t  managed to f ind anything.



KARTACZE AND BABKA ZIEMNIACZANA – PODLACHIAN SPECIALITIES
During the lunch break, 
which the whole expedition spent 
as guests at a nearby farm, 
the Archaeologist comforted Tosia:  

“Don’t worry Tosia! 
We have been doing research 
here for many days now without 
uncovering any fruits of our labour. 
However, we are still full 
of enthusiasm. Surely we will 
manage to find something.” 



So the comforted Tosia enjoyed the local  regional 
special it ies—potato dumplings and potato pancakes—and wondered 

what this ‘d istant past’  would have been l ike .



A DISCOVERY 
After the lunch break, Tosia set to work with more enthusiasm. However, slowly peeling off layer after 
layer did not bring any results. Then, suddenly she felt something unusual at the end of her trowel! 
She quickly grabbed the paintbrush and began to carefully clean the hard object from the ground. 
Beautiful triangular engravings appeared before her eyes! 



“I got it!  A discovery!”,  she excla imed. 

And it  was indeed a fragment of an ornamented pot. 



ARTEFACTS
The whole expedition suddenly 
found itself at Tosia’s side waiting 
for events to unfold. Impressed, 
the Archaeologist took his hat 
off his head, grabbed a second 
paintbrush and a trowel 
and began to help the girl explore. 
With slow movements of the tools 
they uncovered more objects. 
The number of artefacts grew 
more and more by the minute. 



The work of Tosia and the Archaeologist was documented with a camera by his ass istant.  



THE FILL OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURE

Work continued at a fast pace and the number of artefacts simply wouldn’t stop growing. 
“We have already uncovered the entire fill of the archaeological 
feature!” beamed the Archaeologist with delight. He was referring 
to the artefacts and ecofacts that had been found, which, as it now 
turned out, were in dark earth that stood out strongly against 
the bright sand of the pit. Among the artefacts, which 
the archaeologists also referred to as antiquities, 
were real treasures including fragments 
of pottery and stone tools.



“Tosia, this is a dagger”. explained the 
Archaeologist, showing her a beautiful, 
long and smooth object with a sharp tip. 
“It could have been used as a weapon, 
but also as a kind of an adornment”, 
he added. “And these are amber beads”. 
He pointed to a pile of small brownish balls. 
“They used to be a beautiful yellow colour, 
but now they have sadly lost their shine”. 

However, it was difficult for Tosia to imagine what 
everything had really looked like. For everything 
was in small pieces.



TOSIA THE RESEARCHER

When the work was finished, the archaeologists, together with Tosia and her 
grandfather, strolled over to the bank of the nearby river to rest there, watching 
the sunset. After sitting on the grass for a moment, the Archaeologist suddenly jumped up and said: 

“My  dear friends, I would like to honour today’s chief explorer and hard-working researcher. 
For she has shown determination and diligence. Tosia, please stand up”.

The surprised girl rose slowly from where she was sitting, and the Archaeologist 
began to speak further in a solemn tone: 



“For your unparalleled intuition and today’s hard 
work, I wish to bestow upon you the title 
of ‘Explorer of Podlasie’”, after which he placed 
his own hat on her head. 

The delighted girl gave him a big hug 
and thanked him. The grandfather clapped 
his hands with emotion, and the members 
of the archaeological expedition echoed 
him in friendly amusement. 



PASSION
In the fol lowing weeks 
of the hol iday,  archaeology 
became Tosia’s  real  passion. 
She spent her days doing 
excavation work and enjoying 
evenings with her grandparents 
as she told them al l  about 
her new discoveries . 



“Did you know that the f inds can be up to 4,500 years old?”, 
she gasped in wonder,  trying to calculate it  for herself  using 
cookies baked by her grandmother.

However,  the hol idays were soon coming to an end,  and so was 

the archaeological  research.  It was time to return to Warsaw.



A LESSON IN ARCHAEOLOGY 
September had begun and Tosia was still reliving her holiday adventure in her mind, 
and her interesting stories were sparking the imagination of her classmates. 
This prompted her teacher to organise a special lesson on archaeology. 
Tosia’s amazement was boundless when one day she saw a familiar Archaeologist in her classroom. 



“Good morning Tosia! Wil l  you help 

me to conduct today’s lesson?”, 

he asked with a smile . 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
DOCUMENTATION 
A lesson with an archaeologist was something unprecedented. 
The tale he told was related to Tosia’s discovery. She enjoyed 
watching him show the documentation she had helped prepare. 
Among it were photos taken during the exploration, but also 
photographs of the artefacts, drawings, plans of the trench 
and the whole site, and even the location of the site where the 
artefacts were discovered, taken “from a bird’s eye view”. 
In this photo one could see the tiny spot, which was located 
in the valley of a lazily flowing river. 

When the presentation was over, the Archaeologist stood up and said: 



“I would l ike to cordial ly invite you 
to the museum exhibition,  where you wi l l  be 
able to see with your own eyes the objects 
that Tosia and I have discovered. 
You wi l l  be our guests of honour,” 
he added,  and the class acknowledged this 
with thunderous applause . 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXHIBITION 
Smartly dressed, the pupils arrived on time for the opening 
of the exhibition. They were shown not only the artefacts 
found by Tosia, but also their full-scale reconstructions. 
So they could see real vessels, ornaments and weapons that 
had been discovered at archaeological features in Podlasie. 
Amazed by the artefacts and their faithful copies, they listened 
to the story of visitors from the far west of Europe who long 
ago found their way to Podlasie, where they left behind objects 
of great value to them. In addition, they also had 
the opportunity to see artefacts from other 
periods, which showed them what stage 
of advancement those communities were at.



“Why did they come here? Why did they leave their 
possessions behind? These questions are diff icult 

to answer,  but we hope to do so”,  said the Archaeologist. 

“Tosia ,  what are you doing next year?,” he asked 
the girl ,  hoping that she would join his research 

expedition again next year. 



GLOSSARY

A PHOTO CAMERA A NORTH ARROW A MEASURING TAPE

A TROWEL A SHOVELA BRUSH



A SPADE A DRONE A LEVELLING STAFF

A PIECE OF GRAPH PAPER 
AND A MECHANICAL PENCIL

ARTIFACT BAGS A TRIPOD LEVELLING DEVICE



Tosia goes to Podlasie 
to spend her holidays 
with her grandparents. 
She doesn’t know 
what awaits her in the 
forests of north-eastern 
Poland. Join Tosia on her 
exciting discovery 
of an ancient civilisation. 
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